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Alpha And Omega

Dr. Leigh Rowan-Kelly
Nonh Hobart, Tasmania
AUStralia

I would like 10 ask if you have any
knowledge of Omega's bankruptcy and
whether or not Alpha Logic Business Sys­
tems is planning on honoring SUbscriptions
and disk orders that I sent to Omega.

In Decm1t!er, I ordered Locksmith 5.e and
Night Falls; in June I received locksmith 5.0
(and I would have to say Ihat I have yet to
be able to copy anything al all with it: it is
hopeless), but have not as yel received Night
Falls. As I had prepaid, I am a little upset
by this. I also ordered (and prepaid) for a
disk with their parameter List as well as a sub­
scription to the Newsletter. To date, some
four months later, I have heard nothing.

Fonunately, I also have EDD III. This is
currently my fa\'ourite copy program next to
COPYB and Super DeMuffin Plus.

Also, a quick saftkey routine which I have
just used on :Transylvania, Minit Man and
Arcade Boot camp (.....hich art all great
games):

I) Boot Disk
2) Reset into monitor via Integer Card

8925:186'
8988:18 6.
8942:186'

3) BLOAD FlO or COPYA

CALL -151
8954:4A 49 6A De H
8934:C9 DA
8991:C9 DA
..3G

(stam FlO or COPYA)

4) Copy files to blank disk (COPYA will also
format the disk. FlO will not.)
5) Overwrite DOS with Fasl OOS or
Diversi-OOS
Minit Man needs changes to HELLO pro­
gram and others as outlined in an earlier
magazine. Arcade Boot Camp runs without
changes, but Transylvania may need minor
changes.

Another quick one;
For Kabul Spy:
Use Locksmith 4.1 10 copy T0-21. Then use
a seelor editor to load T0 Sector " and
change bytes 49,4A and 4B to EA's. This
defeats the check routine on TI2.

I would also like to know if anybody has
copied Fortress of the Witch King from Ava­
lon Hill. I have been able to get a Catalog
(it uses a non-standard DOS) but cannot
transfer any fLIes.

Keep up the good work!

Anthony L. Barnell
Prospect, Australia

I think that your magazine is great! The
informalion you have published in previous
issues has proved very helpful to me, but a
couple of problems have been irritating the
heck OUt of me.

FirSl, .....ould you please add Prime Plot·
ter (Primesoft Corporation) and Bookends
(Sensible Software) to your Most Wanted
List? Prime Plotter appears to have a very
sophisticaled and multi-layered protection
scheme. Bookends is not as bad, but I ha­
ven't bttn able to copy it, either.

Second, my 551 disks won't boot; they just
beep at me. 551 customer suppon claims that
either my drive speed is off (it isn'!) or I n«-d
an alignment job (I may). I solved this
problem by copying the boot sequence with
my Replay card. Now I have a binary pro­
gram called SSI BOOT on the back side of
my S51 disks.

Do you know what happened 10 the auto­
matic packing program promised 10 Replay
owners by Micro.Analyst, Inc." I haven't
b«-l1 able to get a response from their an­
swering machine at (512) 926-4527.

Third, some softkeys tell you to reset into
the monitor during or after the boot;
however, many prolected programs reboot
if you hit reset. So. how is one to get into
the monitor in such a case?

Founh, a program called Super DeMuffin
is noating around. Could you publish an ar·
ticle which lists the program and eJlplains
how to use it?

Finally, a couple of suggeSiions. How
about a list of BS phone numbers for those
of us with modems? And, could you pub­
lish a list of addresses and phone numbers
of other useful sources of infonnation? I am,
for eJlample, familiar ..... ith Pirate's Harbor,
P.O. Box 8928, Boston, MA 02114; tele·

work on my copy. Howe\'er, by using Lock­
smith 5.O to copy tracks S0 to $6, $6.5 10
$11.5, $14.5 to $22.5, and EOD (in mode 2)
to copy tracks S12.25 and S13.25, I have suc­
ceeded in making working backups. EDD
has to be used repeatedly on the IWO quart­
er tracks until no error message appears
(usually about three goes per track). The
quarter tracks appear to be crucial only on
program disk No. I.

DB Master Version 4 E.lw.. however, ap·
pears to use a different protection scheme
and has so far resisted all altempts to make
backups (as we are permitted under new Aus·
tralian copyright laws). Therefore, I request
that you put DB Master 4 Plus on your Most
Wanted List.

Replay, 551, DeMuffln, Etc

Dr. RowQn-K~JI)': We have spoken 10 Ihe
folks 01 Alpha Logic concerning whal you.
and orher people who placed orders wilh
Omega but never received delivery. should
do. They suggest you send whatever infor·
malion you have concerning the order (name
and address. Locksmilh .terial N. order dale,
products ordered, dale Ih~ check cleared,
ele.) to them at:

Stung By Stoneware

A Ipho Logic Business Systems
4119 North Union Road
Woodstock, /L 68698

When Alpha Logic fOok over from Ome­
ga, the correspondence was apparently in
considerable disarray. so Alpha Logic may
or may not have a record ofyour order. Al­
pha Logic did '101 direclly receive on)' funds
as a result of Omega's bankruptcy. bUI in
order 10 maintain good relations with its (;Us­
tamers. they are trying 10 honor 0/1 orders
which ....'ere placed with Omega for Lock·

S:;~~;0::~:t:h;e1::;'~~d:V~ll~:7r:r:~:~
righls for some of Omega's products. such
as Ihe game Night Falls, were '101 acquired
by Alpha Logic and it is nol dear how they
wi// hand'e an order such as Ihe one you
placnJ. /n any case. supply Alpha Logic with
whate~'er information you can.

Many Ihanks for your softkeys and
parameters.

Re Paul Raymer's letter in Hardcore
COMPUTIST No, g. - ~ ,

I .....ould like to add 10 his comments by
saying that support from Stoneware in this
part of the world is NIL

I have bttn involved in thr«- upgrade ord­
ers from Stoneware and, in all cases, the ord­
er was lost. This has resulted in extra expense
by way of leleJles (which Stoneware refuses
to answer) and telephone calls in which
promises .....ere made and not kept.

The upgrades have arrived eventually (at
least four months after being ordered) and,
in the latest case, an incorrect Cusloms decla­
ration by Stoneware caused Customs to as­
sess sales taJl on the value plus 20 ....

Another user 1 know has been having
problems with Ihe OIF file translator. She
is responsible for k«-ping certain hospital
records on DB MASTER. Not only has
Stoneware rdused to give her any help, but
they have even held onto at least siJl disks
which she has sau them. She has spent nearly
$100 on phone calls and teleJles. to no avail.

This brings me to the point where I say
that the software is good, but the service is
lousy. Therefore. it is essential to have back­
ups of the program disks.

The parameters for D8 Master Version 4
in Hardcore COMPlITIST No. 18 did not

~~&Hardcore COMPUTIST No.134




