










INPUT INPUT INPUT
How Comp.Uble is Compatible?

For more than a year I have been the
Editor for a religious news service, serving
more than I S member churches and
providing ecumenical news for a community
having beller than 300 parishes.

For equipment, I have ~n using an
Apple )[ + computer equipped with a 16K
card, Centronics parallel interface,
Networker Modem, Applied Engineering
80<olumn Card, Axiom graphix printer
interface, an unknown but possibly Microtek
disk interface card, a USI Amber Monitor,
an Apple Disk II, a Micro-Sci A2 disk drive,
a Rittman printer. and a Sdkosha GP-IOOA
printer.

For programs, I have been using Magic
Window, Magic Window II, Magic Mailer,
and Magic Word. My modem program was
Networker. J have several others that work
with the Hayes modem, but do not work
with the Networker.

As long as I was Content to ask of my
printer only upper and lower case leHers I
was able to produce, on schedule, a rather
lensthyand involved series of publications.
Subscriber response indicated that this was
not sufficient and my reading of the manuals
indicated that I should, with my programs
and equipment, be able to produce some
kind of graphics. I am now grievously behind
schedule beause the graphics do not work.

The plan to have the publication available
on Source also does not work because the
Networker was incapable of transmitting
files to the source. But the main problems
in publication are caused by Magic Window
and the olher programs for Artsci. The
behind-publication-date issue I am now
working on has the following problems:

A. Magic Window is so poorly desiSned
that any keying in error can, at times, lead
to major disasters, such as the time I thought
I was loading my subscription file records
and instead was copying a Newsletter out to
the disk to overwrite the entire subscription
records. This was a major disaster. Magic
Window II corrects this problem by not using
the arrow keys as the only means of select
file functions.

B. However, Magic Window II did not
correct some previous problems and brought
on a few of its own. For eJlample, spurious
line feeds. In the use of the Title Page
funa.ion, whenever a title is plaocd in the Top
Marlin, Mqic Window and Magic Window
11 insen at least one extra line feed. On Mqic
Window, I simply lied to the formal file and
told the program that I had 6.5-line paper.
This does not work with Malic Window II
when I have expanded and emphasized print
in the Title Line. In Magic Window II,
despite 2 days and many experiments, I still
am not certain how many extra line feeds I

am gettins or why.
C. Printer control characters: Magic

Window II shifts them from whatever it is
put in to something else based on the drl'ver
programs. My advertising literature straight
from the salesman indicates that the Riteman
is Epson-compatible so I selected the Epson
driver. Now I simply do not know what the
printer is doing or going to do with any code
because the manual for Magic Window does
not explain all the codes it uses. Magic
Window II changes the codes, so I cannot
truSt my Printer Manual.

As the Editor I am responsible to see that
the publication is readable and that I attract
new readers. Unfortunately, my readers want
outstanding copy that is easy to read. To
upand my readership, I need to have good
print output. The answer seems to require
money spent on a good word processor and
a better printer. The money I spent on Magic
Window, the Scikosha GP180, the Riteman,
and the Networker seems to have been a tot.aJ
loss and a total waste.

So, why am I writing this letter? To inform
all my readers of the reason that their
subscription is late, to inform all the
computer clubs and magazines to which I
belong or subscribe of these problems with
this set of equipment and programs, and to
solicit information as to any possible fixes
or repairs to my current problem.
Considering the rather fiendish delight that
ARTSCI has in copy protection, I rather
suspect thaI my cause is lost.

I hate to write entirely negative letters, so
as a positive note I would like to say that my
3-year-old (al least) Apple J[ + has never
given me any problems at all, and that my
Apple Disk II drive has only required sp~d

adjustment in that time. WABASH disks
work well and I reaily like my Riteman
printer, if only other people could read the
rather faint grey marks that the ribbon
makes for copy.

Pierre Testart, Editor
BASOR
San Francisco CA

Mr. TaUnt: We are rather surprised Ihal you
are halling so many problems with Magic
Window and Magic Window JJ because we
use a close word processing relative of theirs,
Acewriler, to edit and transmit to the
typesetter, all text for each i.s:rue ofHardcore
COMPUTIST.

It sounds as if many of Ihe problems you
are having with the Magic Window programs
could be tractd 10 an improper printer driver.
Although we have no t'Xperience with the
Riteman primers, compatibility is not always
everything it is cracked up to be. It would
be well worth your while to coli or write both
ArlSci and thl' Rittman corporations and

describe to them in detail all ofthe problems
you are having. In the meantime, you might
try prayer.

Panns for PFS Graph

Re The Most Wanted List.
I have been successful in making a backup

of Software Publishing's PFS using
Locksmith 4.1 with the followins
parameters:

111 • 14, 16. 41, 46 • 96, 51 ••
53 • 08, 54 • 12, 81 • tF, 82 • F3
83 • FC
Cop~ trIcks 1il-22, NOr81,l, IIlcr,..nt :: 1

Bud Chambers
South Bend IN

I have been successful in making a backup
copy of PFS Graph 2e (NEW) by Software
Publishing Corp using Copy II Plus 4.4:

I. Dri"e speed is critical- set second drive to
200.5ns.
2. Copy track 0 in sync and nibble count
mode with parm 3E = 2 (this will help in
making a faster copy with fewer errors).
3. Copy track \-22 in sync mode. Keep parm
3E=2.
4. Write-protect the disk before booting it.

S.L. Grisham
Fayetteville AR

Double Hi-Res on the ][ +
I have been a subscriber for the past few

issues and have found your magazine to be
most helpful in backing-up my software. I
think that it is the best thing to come along
since the Apple. As to the question you asked
about IBM and MAC softkeys in Hardcore,
I say no. I don't care if you publish separate
magazines covering them, but don't pollute
our magzine. fl's short enough aJready.

Regarding the softkey for Exodus: Ultima
III, I was not able to back it up using the
method outlined. The program kept running
after the second time I typed in 8600G. Using
my limited knowledge of machine languaae,
I managed to track down a jump to $8848.
So, for reasons that elude me at the moment,
I chansed the steps that say 8846:4C .59 FF
to 8848:4C.59 FF. When J used this methot!
I found that it was not necessary to use the
third step. I then moved the RWTS down to
$24e8 and saved it as directed.

Now I have a few questions I would like
to ask you. First, I have been bothered by
your softkeys that require an old monitor
ROM because I have an Apple ][ +. An
Inteaer card is out of the question because
it is out of my price ranse. I do not want to
mess around with the chips inside my Apple,
so a replacement ROM will do me no aood.
The only other aJternative, according to your
maaazine, is an NMI card. I have been
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