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Stickybears

I have used the procedure for
copying Stick-ybeaJ disks
(Hardcore CQMPUTlST No. 15)
successfully on Stickybear

Opposites in addition to Stickybear BOP.
This procedure was greatly appreciated
since J was unable to backup any of these
disks with the COP)' programs that I have
(Copy II Plus and EDD [II).

Please continue to provide helpful
techniques Sllch as this.

Stephen J. Ganoey

Backing Up A2-FS2

II our readers might be interested to
know how I was ablt to produa
a working backup of Sublogic's
flight Simulator II.

First, looking in Locksmith's 5.0 Level
F parameter book il listed Copy Tracks
00-22 with synchronized tracks and
automatic nibble count. I did this and
immediately got many #5 errofS. For
Locksmith, this indicates a failure of the
nibble count routine. While watching the
copy process on the screen, I noticed that
some of Flight Simulator's tracks were
written at different speeds. The Locksmith
display screen sho.....s the number of bytes
on the original: some lTacks had
approllirnately S1888-$ 188A bytes while
others had approximately $18DA·$18E0
bytes. With Apple drives running at or near
factory settings, it is impossible to put 18E0
bytes ontO a track, hence the reason for the
1/5 errors.

To solve this problem, it was apparent
that I had to slow down the speed of the
drive which was writing my backup. I have
a new Apple duo drive and adjusting the
drive speed is easily done. First, select
Locksmith's speed check utility. Om;e it has
been loadetl, pUI a blank disk into drive 2
(the drive which will do the writing). Be
sure to pick the "recommended" option
when Locksmith prompts how you wish to
set the drive speed. The recommended
speed is slower than the factory speed. but
it is still not slow enough to copy FS2.

Just before starting the process, turn the
duo drive unit upside down. Yes, upside
down! Careful inspection of the drive case
will reveal two holes, one for each drive.
Looking inside the hole will reveal an

adjustment potentiometer. To set the drive
speed, simply insert a screwdriver into the
screw Do this before the drive light comes
on to prevent accidentul damage with the
screwdriver and the elec/ranics.

Now, as Locksmith displays your drive
speed, adjust the speed so that the "dots"
form a line one·half inch to the left of the
cemer line. That should do the job. Now
copy the disk using synchronized tracks and
automatic nibble count. Your drive is
adjusted correctly if you do not get any 15
errors. If you get I or 2 IS errors, simply
try to copy those tracks again. If that fails,
slow down the drive speed a bit more. After
completing this procedure, don'tforget to
reset your drive to its original speed. You
can now 0'1 to your heart's content without
the feat of "crashing" your disk (pun
intended). NOTE: Whenever I lry 10
backup one of my original programs, I
always use a freshly erased disk using
Locksmith's erase utility.

Your magazine has greatly contributed
to my understanding of the Apple / Ie, and
you are providing a valuable service to
honest users. Thanks. I have recommended
your magazine to all my associates. I would
also like to stress that any program worth
having is worth buying. Although I am not
a programmer, I feel strongly that
programmers should be paid for their
efforts. Also, without documentation, a
copied program is useless.

P.S. After writing this letter, I recopied the
disk without synchronization but still using
an automatic nibble counl. This backup
also appears to function correctly.

Le.
Arlington VA

BDS }'an

I ere's my $25 for 12 more issues
of the world's greatest Apple
magazine. I'm proud to say that
J have a complete collection

including all the updates and the "Best
Of". It's the only magazine Ihat I
religiously read cover to cover and then
save for future reference. And, I refer to
the back issues often. I slrongly
recommend that other subscribers order
those back issues that are available. They
won't believe how often they will use them.

By the way, the Index in Issue No. 15
was a super idea. My compliments. And,
if you're still counting votes, I cast mine

to keep Hardeore for Apple )['s only. Why
spoil a good thing?

In Issue No. 13, the softkey for Quest
says to change line 9120 in the program QB
from Z = Peek (47iJ92) to Z = PEEK
(47iJ93). In my version, line 9120 contaw
Z = PEEK (47094). I tried changing the
Peek to several values in the 47iJ93 area,
but the program still crashes JUSt before the
quest begins. Do you or any readers have
any ideas?

New subject: I'm a big fan of bulletin
boards, My two favorites are Pirates
Harbor, (617) 729-3600, and Pirates Bay,
(402) 563-1638. I'd like 10 see Hardcore
sponsor or operate a BBS. Subscribers to
Hardcore COMPUTIST could get special
rates for BBS membership. Non­
subscribers would pay higher rates to join,
and/or not be granted access required to
get the newest softkeys. Hardcore could
sponsor a contest, probably monthly, and
the four or five best softkeys posted during
the previous month would be published in
Hardcore with the authors being paid your
regular writers' fee.

A single yearly winner might be: awarded
a special prize worth enough to attract lots
of entrant.s, say a color monitor. One
section might contain discount hardware
for sale by your advertisers (they would
have to pay to poSt). They might even
contribute to, or provide, the yearly prize.
There ate several possibilities for other
sections. Imagine the opportunities created
when readers would have on-line feedback
to the editorial staff, and the ability to leave
E-mail for other readers. I get excited jusl
thinking aboul it. 1 believe there would also
be a synergistic effect for the
magazine... more and better softkeys ...and
that phenomenal success of the magazine
would rub off on the BDS making it quickly
successful.

Another new subject: Here are a few
COPY A soft keys some readers might find
useful. I can't claim these. They were
posted on my two favorite BSS' recently.

I) Some Milton Bradley software:

RUN COPYA
~C

78
CALL,ISI
8942: 18
3DIG
RUN (copy disk)

2) Spellikazam by Designware

RUN COPY A (copy disk)
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